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the agricultural regions, the preparation of
food products, the manufacture of textiles,
clothing, iron products and machines. But
in recent years the expansion of industry has
been marked, and has been materially en-
couraged by a high tariff on imports. In
four years more than 800 additional factories
were added to the total number in the Com-
monwealth. The annual value of the output
of Australian factories is now about £400,-
000,000 ($2,000,000,000).
Transportation. The country is almost
entirely devoid of navigable rivers; hence, for
inland transportation it must rely on rail-
ways and carriage roads. There are about
28,440 miles of railway, including 1,072 miles
in Tasmania. Trunk lines now connect all the
important cities and many of the large towns
in the four eastern states; while, by the open-
ing in 1917 of the Trans-Australian railway
from Port Augusta to Kalgoorlie, through
communication by rail was established be-
tween the eastern States and the Western
Australia railway system. Telegraph lines
connect all the important towns and extend
across the continent from north to south and
from east to west. These and most of the
telephone lines are also owned and operated
by the government.
By means of the British Pacific Cable and
connection with the American Pacific Cable,
as well as by lines connecting with Asiatic.
ports, Australia has direct telegraphic com-
munication with all countries of the world.
Government. The Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia is a federation of states, nominally sub-
ject to Great Britain, and given further inde-
pendence of legislative action by virtue of
the proclamation of equality of Dominion
Status which arose out of the Imperial Con-
ference of 1926-27. The Crown appoints the
Governor-General, and the highest court of
Great Britain has power to review, under
certain limited conditions, the acts of the
highest court of the Commonwealth. The
federation is based upon a constitution which
very closely resembles that of the United
States. The legislative power is vested in a
Parliament consisting of two branches, a
Senate and a House of Representatives, the
members of each to be elected by the people
of the different states. The Senators are
elected for six years and the Representatives
for three years. At the organization of the
government each state was allowed six mem-
bers in the Senate, and it was provided that
 half the number of Senators should retire
every three years, but they are eligible for re-
election. The number of members in the
House of Representatives is as nearly as pos-
sible twice the number of Senators. The
Federal Parliament may extend but cannot
restrict the voting powers of the people.
The executive department consists of the
Governor-General and a Ministry, the mem-
bers of which are members of the Parliament.
In this respect the executive department
radically differs from that of the United
States. At the head of the judicial depart-
ments is a lu'gh court of justice, which may
hear appeals from all federal courts, from
supreme courts of the states and from the
interstate commission. This court also has
original jurisdiction in difficulties arising
from federal laws, in disputes between states
and between the citizens of different states.
Appeals from the decisions of the high court
to the British Privy Council may be taken
on questions involving the limits of the con-
stitutional powers of the Commonwealth or
of the different states, provided the high court
certifies that the question is one which ought
to be determined by the Council. All rights
are reserved to the states unless they have
been specifically delegated to the federal gov-
ernment. In this respect the constitution is
like that of the United States and the oppo-
site of that for the Dominion of Canada.
Each of the six states has its own two houses
of Parliament for domestic legislation, and a
Governor who is appointed by the Crown.
The constitution of Australia is regarded
by many students of polities as a step in ad-
vance of any constitution that has previously
been prepared. In addition to the ordinary
functions assumed by the national govern-
ment, the Australian government assumes
control of banking and insurance, marriage,
divorce, parental rights and guardianship,
naturalization and the control of immigra-
tion and of foreign races within the state. It
also has control of most of the telegraphs,
telephones and railway lines now constructed
and has authority to obtain control of others,
with the consent of the state through which
the lines extend.	,
Australia has alsx) made great advancement
in settling important sociological and govern-
mental problems, such as the conflicts between
labor and capital, the construction and main-
tenance of highways, irrigation, savings
banks, the assisting of agriculture by reduced

